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4 Year Old/Pre-Prep Program November-December 2017
It is hard to believe it is the end of the year soon, a long Journey for all of the children and educators
as well — 2 years for Miss Zoe and Miss Anne Marie, 1 year for Miss Natalie. Itis a time to reflect and
celebrate this Journey and how far the children have come.

What a wonderful year of learning too! We have
explored the concept of love with the children verbally
expressing their understanding of what love is, what it
looks like, what shape and what colour it is. The
children then worked collaboratively to create a love
sculpture, everyone contributing to this over a few
weeks. | am sure the children will continue to develop
their understanding of love throughout their lives.

We also explored the concept of a city, what does it look like, what
does it have, what does it need. This has involved the children
exploring many aspects of a city — buildings, shops, restaurants,
sculptures, parks. They were also using different languages to show
their understanding of these different features of a city, from drawing
and painting to using clay to create 3D buildings. Giving the children
. the opportunity to use different languages enables them to deepen
their understanding as well as providing a breadth of art mediums for
the children to use. This provides children with opportunity to not
only explore art experiences within their preference but also to
encourage them to delve into new experiences which supports them
to take risks and learn new skills.

This year we have also explored the human body with children, focussing on the skeletal structure
then the organs. We were lucky enough to have Jack’s parents come in to extract DNA from
strawberries which added another layer of knowledge. We also had a visit to the science rooms in the
7-12 part of the school which also involved the expertise of the teachers there, the children learning
about the skeletal structure of other animals as well as many other things. The children were
provided many opportunities to express their understanding in a visual form such as drawing or
painting. We then delved into the brain and explored the different parts of the brain. The children
recreated an image of the brain using plasticine, another opportunity for them to use a different
language.

For the remaining few weeks of term we will be exploring the Nativity story further, the children using
a different language to explore this — creating the movie. They will also engage in more creative art
experiences as they draw pictures related to the Nativity story to deepen their understanding. We
have also using the language of song as the children have been practicing the songs they will be
singing for the Concert. There is a new song which we hope families will enjoy.
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Lastly we would like to thank the families for their commitment and involvement in their child’s
learning over the past 2 years. All the families have been engaged in the Educational Program,
following up on opportunities at home, and being involved in the Program at the ELC. It has been a
wonderful journey and we wish the children and their families all the best in the next phase of their
child’s journey.

Miss Zoe, Miss Natalie and Miss Anne Marie

Specialist Program
Specialist Program in these last few weeks has concentrated on the
telling and re-telling of the Nativity story each day, using assorted
books and different pictures. We talked about the olden days when
there were no cars or buses, and no electric light so Mary and Joseph
had to walk all the way to Bethlehem with their donkey, and then use
candles or lamps for light. The children have learnt many new songs
that tell the story of Baby Jesus and all the visitors to the stable. | am
sure many families have heard these many times already!

The children have made
patterns with glass pebbles and
stones and lids, and they have
moved from doing individual
shapes to a large collaborative
work, a huge star, where
. everyone contributed to the
finished product.

Busy Bodies has seen the children working on their balance skills, in using small bean-bags balancing
on their heads, shoulders, elbows and feet. We also used spoons and plastic eggs to walk and
balance carefully. It was a challenge and lots of fun too!

Miss Anna, Miss Kylie and Miss Anne Marie

Thanks to the 2017 Parents’ and Friends’ Committee

Dear St Peter's ELC community,
We cannot believe the year has almost come to an end and our children will all be graduating up to

Prep or Pre-Prep next year! Congratulations we made it!!
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On behalf of the P&F committee 2017, we would like to thank all families and external contributors for
all their support, encouragement and presence throughout the year. Our success is not possible
without you all.
We extend our thanks to Kylie McLennan for all her dedication and hard work to the children and
ELC. Kylie, you will be missed next year, however, we wish you much love and happiness in whatever
your endeavours are.
To all our fabulous educators, thank you for your commitment to teaching at such high standard.
Although it may be challenging at times, your inspired teaching has given our children a solid starting
foundation.
We formally thank this years P&F committee and all
extended supporters for their time and effort. Without these
volunteers the ELC cannot thrive and operate as it does. As
2017 comes to a close, we stop to remember and reflect the
year gone by.
We are ever so grateful to be a part of a strong and
supportive community. Special bonds and friendships have
been made, that will be with us for years to come. This photo
i i1 ’ shares some dads enjoying the recent ELC “Dad’s Night
—— il G Out”. We shall miss the pre- prep families who are leaving St
Peters for their new beginnings as preps. Good luck!
We wish you all a safe and restful holiday season and look forward to celebrating with you this coming
Friday Dec 1 at The Malvern Hotel for our end of year celebration.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2018!!
Maria and Elena
Co-Presidents St Peters ELC

Artist in Residence Program 2017
g As our Walking Strong on Country Project extended over 3 terms
> and encompassed much collaboration between both the Kinder and
~ Pre-Prep Programs, culminating in the amazing Canvas that was
““/auctioned at the ELC Annual Fundraiser and Cocktail Evening in
July. To celebrate this special project each ELC child will receive a
gift at the end of this year as a reminder of the many different ways
| or languages the children engaged and used throughout this
learning journey.

After Care at ELC 2018

In 2018 we are offering After Care until 6.00pm. From 2.45pm — 5.00pm the children will be with ELC
educators in the ELC, as per our current practice. If care is required from 5.00pm — 6.00pm children
will be taken to the Rathfarnham After School Care program operated by Camp Australia in the
Rathfarnham Sr Toni Matha Hall. For more information on Camp Australia, please visit their website
https://www.campaustralia.com.au/.

Cost:

BEFORE CARE@ELC (8.00 — 8.45):- $10

AFTER CARE@ELC:2.45pm-4.00pm: $15.00 (includes afternoon tea)

AFTER CARE@ELC:2.45pm-5.00pm: $25.00

AFTER CARE@ RATHFARNHAM:5.00pm-6.00pm $12.75

The Child Care Rebate is offered through both programs and receipted separately by each program.

€5 o ey
‘f& 581 Toorak Road, Toorak, Victoria 3142 Australia
pie . o\ P
— T: +61 (03) 9827 7233 F: +61 (03) 9804 7877 WWW.Stpeterselc.vic.edu.au & U
o o |[RE & &
W\* ) % A partnership between St Peter’s Parish, Loreto Mandeville Hall Toorak and St Kevin’'s College, Toorak. Qm!-;!iﬁf’
PO A S
W™ ABN: 45 754 352 914

STKEVIN'S RETO

LLEGE-T RAK "
co 00 Mandeville Hall Toorak

Q


http://www.stpeterselc.vic.edu.au/
x-apple-data-detectors://2/
x-apple-data-detectors://2/
https://www.campaustralia.com.au/
mailto:CARE@ELC:2.45pm-4.00pm
mailto:CARE@ELC:2.45pm-5.00pm

B

S

St Peter’s

Early Learning Centre

SOC|aI Justice — Donations to Very Special Kids

o Thank you for your kind support of the ELC Very Special Kids Toy
Drive. A giant Pink Very Special Kids Piggy Bank visited ELC on the
16 November between and collected the generous donations to
support families of children with life-threatening conditions. The toys
were sold at the Very Special Kids Fair on Saturday 19 November to
help raise over $111,000!! A Loreto sister, Sr Margaret Noone, is the
Patron of Very Special Kids and it's another connection for the ELC
children to develop their compassion and support to others.

Social Justice — Donations to the ELC Giving Tree
From Monday 27 November the St Peter’s ELC Giving Tree is in the ELC corridor. As in the past, we
ask each ELC child to leave a gift for the Parish of St Peter’s to distribute to young children who are
less fortunate than ourselves. Please put a card on your gift with an age and gender so that the
present finds its way into the right person’s hands.
The gifts will be collected by Father Hayes who will ensure the gifts go to where they are most
enjoyed and needed. Thank you ©

From Miss Kylie
Wow! What a privilege and blessing the last 12 years have been as a part of the St Peter’s Early
Learning Centre family and the extended Loreto Toorak, St Kevin’s College and Parish of St Peter’s
communities. There are so many special, significant and wonderful memories to treasure, and | have
evolved so much personally as well as professionally during this time. | have been a learner
alongside the children and my colleagues. | have grown in my understanding of social justice as well
as my involvement in different projects and organisations (Very Special Kids to name just one). The
Reggio Educational Project has a saying (amongst many) “Nothing without Joy”. It has been a joy;
every day to view the world through the eyes of the youngest members of our schools, to see the
extra-ordinary in the ordinary and to wonder, and explore, investigate and build upon my prior
knowledge. The more | learn, the more | know | have to learn, and | look forward to the opportunities
ahead, whatever they may be to do so. In finishing this, my final newsletter at St Peter’s ELC, | don't
say goodbye, | say see you round, see you next time, take care, live, laugh, enjoy and be! Thank you
all so much for every moment. xK

Once again, thanks for a great year and for sharing your child with us throughout 2017.
We wish you a joyous Christmas and a wonderfully happy, safe and restful festive and holiday
season.
Bye for now from all at ELC.

mﬁ:"f 581 Toorak Road, Toorak, Victoria 3142 Australia
B . 5 2\
— T: +61 (03) 9827 7233 F: +61 (03) 9804 7877 WWW.Stpeterselc.vic.edu.au
\ ) . A partnership between St Peter’s Parish, Loreto Mandeville Hall Toorak and St Kevin’'s College, Toorak.
i~
W™ ABN: 45 754 352 914
TKEVIN'S LORETO

COLLEGE'TOORAK

Mandeville Hall Toorak


http://www.stpeterselc.vic.edu.au/

